
UGC Sponsored Workshop-Understanding the NAAC Accreditation 
Process and Securing Good Grades (Paramarsh) event held on 
12-02-2021. This is a collaborative programme between Maharaja 
Sriram Chandra Bhanja Deo University and KIIT deemed to be Uni-
versity under the “Paramarsh” scheme of NAAC.
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Understanding the NAAC Accreditation Process and 
Securing Good Grades

INTRACTIVE MEET
An interaction meeting with faculty members 
was organized by the University with Prof. 
Asoka Kumar Das, Vice Chairman, Odisha 
State Higher Education Council; Prof. Ranjan 
Bal & Prof. Jayanta Kumar Parida from Utkal 
University in the presence of Hon’ble Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. K. K. Basa along with Prof. A. K. Biswal, Chairman, PGC and the Registrar on 11.02.2021. Prof.Das 
ststressed on the fact that quality is thebenchmark in higher education institutions and high standards should be maintained 
both in terms of infrastructure andquality. The meeting included a formal introduction by each of the faculty and focused 
discussions on their research work. In a brainstorming session, he advised the faculties to find out their research priority, 
and stressed on identifying topics of common interests for new collaborative research projects. He also elaborated on how 
toget funding from different sources. Other dignitaries also interacted with the faculty members. Faculty members 
expressed the benefits they derived from the interaction session. 
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Research Highlights

Brainstorming Session for successful Implementation of National Education Policy 2020

Constitution of Ethics committee

An Online Brainstorming Session on the Desired Strategy for 
Successful Implementation of ‘NEP 2020’ in transforming 
Higher Education in the State of Odisha was organized by the 
Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) MSCB University (Erst-
while North Orissa University) on the virtual platform on 16th 
September 2020.The meeting started with a welcome note by 
the Director, IQAC Prof. Hima Bindu Maringanti, and self-in-
troduction by the Principals of Autonomous and Affiliated 
Colleges. The Vice Chancellor,  Prof. Pradeep Kumar Chand 

introduced the theme and apprised the participants about the purpose of the meet. The meet was 
attended by the Principals of Autonomous and Affiliated Colleges, Faculty members from both Baripada 
and Keonjhar Campuses, selected Research Scholars, Alumni and PG students of the University. The dis-
cussion was majorly on difference and disparity between the students completing each stage of the 
4-year degree courses, challenges in implementing multi-disciplinary and multi-lingual medium of 
instruction, heterogeneity in the age of students at the PG level, political and resource issues, etc.

MSCB University constituted six Institutional 
Ethics Committees viz., Institutional Animal ethics 
Committee, Institutional Biosafety Committee, 
Institutional Environmental Safety Committee, 
Institutional Laboratory, Safety Committee, Com-
mittee on Promotion of Academic Integrity and 
Prevention of Plagiarism approved by Syndicate 
forfor researchers to pursue research in the campus 
and   uploaded on the website www.nou.nic.in.

University and Industry  
Research Collaboration  

Dr. G. Mohanty, Assistant Professor, Dept. Zoology 
collaborated with IMGENEX, Bhubaneswar and 
CIFA  for a Project on “Studies on the bioactive 
properties of small peptides from protein hydroly-
sates of fish waste using biotechnological tools 
and suitable incorporation into bacterial/animal 
cell culture media for better growth” funded by 
DSDST, Govt. of Odisha, Odisha
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cytosolic ions, 0.5−2 fold increase in leakage of PO4− and 15−20% increase in loss of cellular proteins. MEFGS 
synergistically increased the efficacy of antibacterials such as curcumin, amoxillin, ampicillin, and cefotaxime on 
S. aureus plausibly by enhancing their permeability into the bacterium. For the first time, our study reveals that 
phytochemicals from G. sylvestre enhance the permeability of the bacterial plasma membrane by facilitating 
flip-flop of membrane lipids. Lipid flipping phytochemicals from G. sylvestre can be used as adjuvant therapeu-
tics to enhance the efficacy of antibacterials by increasing their bioavailability in the target bacteria

Figure 1. Methanol extracted fraction of Gymnema sylvetre (MEFGS) 

increase permeability of large unilamellar vesicles (LUVs). Our 

hypothesis reveal that membrantropic phytochemicals form 

time-dependent and concentration dependent aggregates in bacterial 

plasma membrane leading to their increased permeability. MEFGS 

phytochemicals enhance permeability of antibiotics leading their 

increased bioavailability in bacteria that enhance their antimicrobial 

effiefficacy (https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.1c05581) 

Fe3O4‐Pd NPs catalyzed Heck coupling reactions

Mata ruffordii

Mata meghalayana

Mata lenonia
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Workflow Diagram of ARIMA Model 
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Events

An online meeting through video conferencing was organized by Bhabha Atomic Research (BARC), 
Mumbai to explore opportunities of the collaborative programme through BRNS (Board of Research in 
Nuclear Science) on identified areas of scientific research on April 18, 2021. Dr. Ajit Kumar Mohanty, 
Director, BARC gave the opening remark on the occasion and Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Prof. K. K. Basa 
introduced them to Maharaja Sriram Chandra Bhanja Deo University. A detailed funding, types of  
research projects supported and various Research Projects Awards given by BRNS was presented by Mr. 
S. K. Sapra, Scientific Secretary, BRNS. He elaborated on funding in the area of Laser in Bio-Medical 
Applications,Applications, food preservation/processing, New materials, Machine learning and Mineral exploration. 
Research & Development activities in the area of Chemical Sciences undertaken by the Department of 
Atomic Energy were discussed by Dr. A. K. Tyagi, Associate Director, Chemistry group of BARC. He 
highlighted recent works carried out by BARC in nuclear fuel cycle, hydrogen generation and novel 
extractants for back-end fuel technology fuel technology. He also gave a representative list of available 
characterization techniques at BARC and various research projects funded by BARC across the country.   
ReseaResearch & Development activities in the area of the Bio-Science Group of BARC were presented by Dr. 
Sunil Ghosh, former Associate Director, Bio Science Group, BARC. Late Dr. Srikumar Banerjee, former 
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission also graced the occasion. The concluding remarks were given 
by Mr. S. K. Sapra, Scientific Secretary, BRNS.

Exploring opportunities of the collaborative programme through 
Board of Research in Nuclear Science (BRNS)

Workflow Diagram of Prophet Model
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National Webinar on Biodiversity 
Conservation: Challenges Ahead

International Webinar on Biotechnological
 Innovations in 21st Century

A Two days International webinar on ”Biotechno-
logical Innovations in 21st century” sponsored by 
the world bank was organized by the Department of 
Biotechnology on 19th -20th March 2021. The 
webinar was inaugurated by Hon’ble Vice Chancel-
lor Prof. K. K. Basa. Prof. Basa underlined the vital 
role of Biotechnology in solving the issues in the 
domain of food, health, and climate change. The 
Chief Guest of the webinar Prof. S. P. Adhikary, 
Former Vice Chancellor, F. M. University delivered a 
talk on Biotechnology for Odisha and the role of 
Universities to empower the youth of the state. In 
this international webinar Prof. T. Nakanishi  of  
Nihon University,Japan; Dr. G. Senthil  Arumugam, 
IIIIT, Madras; Dr. P .S. Sahu, Medical University of 
America, Nevis, USA;  Dr. P. Pattnaik, Director, 
Merck Life Science, Singapore;  Dr.S.Hota, Univer-
sity of California, USA; Prof. N. Thajuddin, Bharathi-
dasan University; Prof. K. C. Mondal, Vidyasagar 
University and few more resource persons across 
the country and abroad delivered talks and put their 
views highlighting on the current research activities 
and future prospects in the field of biotechnolgy.

A National Webinar entitled "Biodiversity Conserva-
tion: Challenges ahead" was organised  by the 
Department of Botany, MSCB University, on 28th 
Sept. 2020  on the occasion of the superannuation 
of Prof. Umaballava Mohapatra, Professor. Hon’ble 
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Pradeep Kumar Chand inau-
gurated the webinar. He highlighted the importance 
of biodiversity and stressed the need for its conser-
vation in the coming days to protect a healthy envi-
ronment. On the occasion, Prof. Anil Kumar Biswal, 
Chairman, Post Graduate Council and Head of the 
Department, chaired the webinar and spoke on the 
challenges of biodiversity conservation. The chief 
speaker, Prof. S. R. Yadav focused on the role of 
academic institutions in biodiversity conservation. 
Similarly, Prof. U. B. Mohapatra highlighted the per-
formance of Biotechnology for Biodiversity conser-
vation. Prof. S. K. Palita from Central University of 
Koraput pointed out the impact of climate change 
on biodiversity. Dr. N. K.Dhal, Chief scientist, IMMT 
enthralled upon biodiversity of eastern ghats. The 
webinar was attended by Faculties, Scientists, 
researchers and students from different Universities 
and colleges throughout the country. The organiz-
ing secretary, Dr. S. C. Sahu introduced the guests at 
the beginning and proposed a formal vote of thanks 
at the end of the webinar. 

International Webinar on Sanskrit and Nation Building
The Department of Sanskrit, MSCB Univeristy (Erstwhile North Orissa University), Keonjhar Campus organized a 
national webinar on the topic ‘Sanskrit and Nation Building’ on 21 November 2020. The event was aimed to 
discuss a crucial topic, which elaborates on the role of literature in envisioning and shaping a nation. Several 
renowned scholars and professors spoke on the occasion. The eminent guests included professor Prafulla 
Kumar Mishra (Hon'ble chancellor Dr Rajendra Prasad Central University, Bihar), Harekrushna Satpathy, Vice 
Chancellor (KISS DEEMED University), professor Aruna Ranjan Mishra (department of Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit, 
VisvabharatiVisvabharati University) and Professor Muralidhar Panda (President, International Sanskrit Academy, South 
Africa). Professor Somanath Sahu (CSU, Vedavyas campus, Himachal Pradesh) and Dr Manoranjan Senapaty 
(Department of Sanskrit, Utkal University) were the resource persons. The webinar was conducted in collabora-
tion with Villa Marie Degree College for Women, Hyderabad. Dr Hiralal Dash, associate professor and head, 
department of Sanskrit, MSCB University (Erstwhile North Orissa University) was the convenor of the event, and 
Dr Gitanjali Nayak, lecturer in Sanskrit, Villa Marie College was the co-convenor
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A National Webinar on the theme "Travelogues 
in Odia: Past and Present" was organized on 24 
August 2020. The event was graced by promi-
nent scholars of Odia literature like Professor 
Ashok Das of Sambalpur University and Profes-
sor Manoranjan Pradhan of Viswabharati Uni-
versity, Shantiniketan. 
The department organized another national 
webinar on 21 December 2020 titled Odia 
Katha Sahityare Prakrutika Biparjyara Chitra 
(Natural Disaster and the Odia Fiction). The 
well-known scholar professor Baishnab Charan 
Samal (retired professor Odia, Viswabharati 
University), professor Prasanna Kumar Swain 
(p(professor, Berhampur University), and Alok 
Baral (assistant professor of Odia, Central Uni-
versity of Odisha, Koraput)  shared their invalu-
able insights on the theme of the webinar. 
The third national webinar focussed on explor-
ing new areas and methodologies in research 
and was therefore devoted to field studies. The 
speakers on the occasion were Professor 
Krushna Chandra Pradhan, Visiting Professor, 
Central University of Odisha, Koraput, and Dr. 
Krushna Chandra Nayak, Retired reader in 
Odia,Odia, and former Principal, D.D. autonomous 
college. 

Webinars conducted by Dept. of Odia,
 Keonjhar Campus

Signing of MoU with Zoological Survey of India

The department of English, MSCB U (Erstwhile 
North Orissa University), Keonjhar Campus 
organized one national webinar series titled 
“Perspectives on History of English Literature”, 
which was graced by eminent scholars of litera-
ture from various parts of India. 
The department also hosted an international 
webinar series on Gandhi on the theme 
"Gandhi’s Legacy: Reflections and Reapprais-
als" between 22 September to 29 October 
2020. Some of the world-renowned Gandhi 
scholars such as Professor Parama Roy and Pro-
fessor Vinay Lal were among the speakers. 
A special lecture on postcolonial literature was 
delivered by Prof. Madahusmita Pati, RD 
women’s university in February 2021. 
Also,Also, a special online lecture titled “a tale of 
two trees, or how India took to the book" was 
delivered by Prof. Abhijit Gupta from Jadavpur 
University on 19 March 2021. As an attempt to 
help students explore career options a talk 
along the theme of ‘career in journalism’ had 
been conducted. Movies related to the curricu-
lum welum were also screened.

The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) and Maharaja Sriram Chandra Bhanja Deo University, Baripada, 
Odisha (MSCB University) have entered into a ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ for scientific and educa-
tional cooperation on 20.04.2021. The Zoological Survey of India was represented by the Director, ZSI 
and the MSCB University, Baripada was represented by the Vice Chancellor Prof. K.K. Basa. This MOU 
underscores the commitment of both institutions towards nurturing scientific excellence. The scope of 
the agreement includes sharing of relevant information and laboratory resources as well as the exchange 
ofof students, scholars, and postdoctoral fellows for projects. The MoU aims to establish provisions for 
joint publications, joint projects, conferences and workshops, exchange visits of faculty members, and 
joint research activities. Under this MoU, the ZSI, Kolkata or any of its 16 Regional Centres shall be a rec-
ognized research centre for undertaking Doctoral and Post-Doctoral Programme by the MSCB Univer-
sity, Baripada. The scientists of the ZSI conducting research shall be recognized as Guide/Co-Guide for 
supervising Master’s and Doctoral Programmes in Zoology, Life Sciences, Wildlife Sciences and or any 
other Biological Sciences.

Events conducted by Dept. of English, 
Keonjhar Campus
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Indigenous Tribes and Biodiversity Conservation. 
Edited by H. N. Thatoi and Madhusmita Sahoo. 
Published by SSDN Publishers & Distributors New 
Delhi- 110002. 
ISBN No. 978-93-889035-0

An International Online Lecture Series on "Recent 
trends in Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning 
'' organized by the Department of Computer Applica-
tion was inaugurated by Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. 
Pradeep Kumar Chand on 16-July-2020. The 
week-long symposium, which was held online via 
Google Meet featured 13 distinguished speakers 
ffrom home and abroad. In his inaugural address, Prof.  
Chand remembered Alan Turing, the father of 
machine learning, and expressed that technologies 
like machine learning, deep learning have touched all 
spheres of our lives and will change the world in a rev-

olutionary manner in the coming days. The event was chaired by Prof. Anil Kumar Biswal, Chairman of the PG 
Council, who opined that at the time of the Covid-19, humans might have been temporarily helpless, but they 
were trying their best to solve their problems through machine learning. The convenor of the program, Head of 
the Department Dr. Sujata Dash introduced the guests and delivered the welcome address. Dr. Gajendra Pal 
Singh Raghava, Professor of Computational Biology, Indraprastha Institute of Information Technology, New 
Delhi delivered the inaugural lecture on "Big Data Mining and Machine Learning in Bioinformatics".

Biodiversity Conservation and Livelihood Man-
agement . Edited by HrudayanathThatoi and Priya 
Ranjan Debata
Daya Publishing House® A Division of Astral Inter-
national Pvt. Ltd. New Delhi – 110 002, 
ISBN 978-81-7035 

Lorem IpsumBook release Lecture Series Organized

The 3rd foundation day of “Odia Sahitya Parisad” of 
MSCB University was observed on 20.12.2020.  
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Prof. K. K. Basa, the Chief 
Guest of the occasion felicitated Dr. Kabita Barik, 
retired Associate Professor of Odia, MPC (A) College 
for her contribution to Odia literature. A book titled 
“Mayurbhanj Ra Loka Gita O LokaNrutya”: Eka 
Adhyayan”Adhyayan” written by Dr. Mohan Lal Sahu, retired 
Principal of Baripada College, Baripada was also 

formally released. The chief speaker of the occasion, Dr. Ramakanta Singh, Ex-Principal, Betnoti College, 
Betnoti, complimented Vice Chancellor for organizing this programme& stressed that we should always promote 
our mother tongue language as it helps us to stay connected with our culture and values.  Among others who 
graced the occasion on behalf of the Parisad were Prof. P. K. Satapathy, the President; Dr. (Mrs.) P. Parida, the 
Vice president, and Dr. Bichitranath Sahoo, the Secretary. It was realized that for the promotion of Odia language 
andand literature, activities like supporting research works, organizing seminars, publication of journals and books, 
translation of Odia literary works into other languages, and documentation of folk tales in Odia be encouraged. 
The program was attended by the faculty members and non-teaching staff of the University. A vote of thanks was 
offered by Mrs. Ranjita Patra from the Department of Odia.

3rd Foundation day of Literary Council 
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International Biodiversity Day World Environment Day 

International Biodiversity Day was celebrated on 
22nd May 2021 at MSCB University. On the 
occasion, a webinar was organized on the theme 
for this year i.e We’re part of the solution’ as 
declared by United Nations where faculty, research 
scholars and students of various post graduate 
departments of the University participated.  
Hon’bleHon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. K. K. Basa high-
lighted the purpose and uniqueness of the day and 
emphasized the need to promulgate the study of 
taxonomy in the field of biodiversity conservation. 
The webinar was attended by renowned zoologist 
Prof. S. K. Dutta as the keynote speaker and during 
his talk on the topic "Solving for Nature and 
Solution from Nature". Prof. Dutta emphasized the 
role and responsibilities of the scientific community 
for the conservation of biodiversity and also 
advised to pay attention for improving skill for con-
servation, documentation, and monitoring of biodi-
versity. On this occasion, the chief guest of the 
function Dr. Bivash Pandav, Director,  Bombay 
Natural History Society, addressed the participants 
on "Conservation of Biodiversity in India - Problems 
and Challenges" wherein he figured out distinc-
tively on biogeographical zones, major risks of bio-
diversity disasters, and substantial ecological 
disintegration. While, Prof. H.N.Thatoi, Director, 
Centre for Similipal Studies gave the welcome 
address and introduced the guests, the formal vote 
of thanks was extended by Prof. H. K.Sahu, Depart-
ment of Zoology

A webinar was organized to celebrate/observe the 
World Environment Day   on 5th June 2021 at 
MSCB University. This occasion, was chaired by 
Prof. K. K. Basa, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of the 
University. On the inaugural address of the 
webinar, he stressed upon the goal and distinc-
tiveness of the day and expressed concern for 
coocoordination between ‘Ecology’ and ‘Economics’ 
for protecting the environment in the present 
time. He also signifies the application of the tradi-
tional knowledge of indigenous peoples to the 
preservation of the environment by protecting a 
wide range of plants. He also mentioned that Uni-
versity in this direction has taken a right step by 
setting a park for the conservation of Orchids and 
other varieties of plants obtained from Similipal 
Biosphere Reserve. Prof. A. B. Das, former Profes-
sor, Department of Botany, Utkal University, deliv-
ered a talk as the keynote speaker on the topic 
"Resilience of coastal biodiversity towards climate 
change". Prof. Das highlighted on biodiversity 
conservation and suggested for restoration of 
saline forest communities for the ecological pro-
tection of the Odisha coast. 

Celebrations/Observation

Patents/MoU/Awards/Publications/Ph. D
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Seminar/ Workshop/Conferences Organized

11



RESEARCH
NEWS LETTER

Research Grants Received

M
SC
B 
U
N
IV
ER
SI
TY

12


