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Research Area
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES 
1. Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology and Tribal Studies, Maharaja Sriram Chandra Bhanja Deo University (Erstwhile North Orissa University), 07-01-2022 to till date. 
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, Gangadhar Meher University, Sambalpur, 03-02-2020 to 04-01-2022.
3. Assistant Professor, OES I, Department of Higher Education, Government of Odisha (posted at Model Degree College, Nabarangpur). 16-10-2017-31.01.2020
4. Assistant Professor, Centre for Multidisciplinary Development Research, Dharwad, Karnataka, 02 November 2011 to-11October 2017.
5. Researcher: (Tribal and Dalit Unit) Indian Social Institute, New Delhi (23.12.2008 to 18.09.2009)
6. Senior Research Fellow: Indian Institute of Forest Management (IIFM), Bhopal (Ministry of Environment, Government of India): (22-09-2009 to 21-04-2010).
7. Affiliate: Department of Human Geography, School of Geosciences, The University of Sydney, Australia (Under Endeavour Award).  

PROJECT UNDERTAKEN 

1. Adaptable Livelihood: Coping with Food Insecurity among the Primitive Tribal Groups in Karnataka, India (Under Tribal Sub-Plan at Centre for Multidisciplinary Development Research (CMDR) for 2012-13). Funded by Government of Karnataka. 2012-13 (Project Investigator)
2. Options for Diversification in Tabacoo Farming, Bidi Rolling and Tendu Leave Plucking in India: The Economic Feasibilities and Challenge: (Funded by International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada), 2012-14 (Co-Project Investigator)
3. Food Insecurity amidst plenty: Locating vulnerability in a resource rich region in India. Funded by Indian Council for Social Science Research (ICSSR), Ministry of Human Resource Development, govt. of India, 2014-15. (Project Investigator)

4. Political economy of tribal development in Odisha: narratives from Hill Kharia and Lodha tribes of Mayurbhanj district, Odisha. Funded by Maharaja Sriram Chandra Bhanja Deo University, Baripada, Odisha, 2023-24 (Project Investigator).

5. Assessment of socio-economic vulnerability among the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) of Odisha, India. (Project Investigator), Odisha State Higher Education Council, Govt. of Odisha, 2026-2028 (Ongoing)

AWARD AND FELLOWSHIP

1. Adivasi Research Fellow, 2017, London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), University of London, UK, 2017-18.
2. Endeavour Award, 2012, Australian Government (Affiliated to The University of Sydney)
3. Intern Fellowship, 2007-08 (Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi)


PUBLICATIONS
Book

1. Food Insecurity, Coping Strategies and Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups. Abhijeet Publication, Delhi, 2015. ISBN:978-93-5074-182-5.
2. The Chuktia Bhunjia: Culture, Custom and Change. Concept Publication, Delhi, 2025. ISBN: 9789363 444225/ 93-6344-422-8
3. Tribal transformation and development in Eastern India. (Editor). B. K. Mohanta, M. Goswami, LK Sahoo, P.Das and B. Sabar. Aayu Publication, Delhi. ISBN-978-9391685652


Selected Journal Publications 

1. Tribal Agriculture: The Chuktia Bhunjia in Central India. Economic and Political Weekly, vol. XLV, no. 2, 2010, pp. 77-79.
2. Development-induced Displacement and Human Rights Violation in Orissa: An Anthropological Insight, Social Action, vol. 61, no. 2, 2010, pp. 169-183.
3. Education as culture mapping: schooling among Chuktia Bhunjia girls. Social Change Vol. 40, no. 3, 2010, pp. 353-373. DOI: 10.1177/004908571004000302 
4. Kitchen Room of Chuktia Bhunjia Tribe: An Anthropological Analysis. Eastern Anthropologist, Vol. 69, no. 3 & 4, 2010, pp. 491-500.
5. Natural Resource Depletion: An Anthropological Reflection on Savara Tribe of Andhra Pradesh, India. Indian Anthropologists, Vol. 40, no. 2. 2010, pp. 53-65. 
6. [bookmark: _Hlk163855804]Bringing Culture Back: Traditional Agriculture Knowledge, Food Production and Sustainable Livelihood among Chuktia Bhunjia of Orissa. Social Change, Vol. 42, No. 2, 2012, pp.203-227 (Reprinted in India’s Tribe: Unfolding Realities (ed) V. K. Srivastava, Sage Publication, 2021).
7. Questing History: Excluded Citizen and State Response to Demand for Inclusion. Economic and Political Weekly June 30, 2012.
8. [bookmark: _Hlk163856657]Death Ritual of the Chuktia Bhunjia Tribe of Odisha: An Anthropological Observation, Man and Life, Vol. 39, No. 3-4, 2013, pp. 9-22.
9. Free nutrition to primitive tribes in Karnataka: need for another step, Journal of Governance and Public Policy, Vol 4, no. 1, pp.22-27, 2014. 
10. [bookmark: _Hlk163856735]Chuktia Bhunjia: A Neglected Tribe of Orissa. Journal of the anthropological survey of India, Vol. 63, Issue 1, page. 167-180, 2014. 
11. Food insecurity and coping strategies: a tale of two particularly vulnerable tribal groups in Karnataka, India. Journal of Asian and African Studies, Vol. 51, No. 6, pp, 718-741 (2014). 
12. [bookmark: _Hlk163859356]Traditional Ecological Knowledge, Livelihood Options and Conservation Strategies among Chuktia Bhunjia tribe of Orissa, India. Journal of Biodiversity and Ecological Sciences, vol. 4, no. 2, page 73-88, 2014. 
13. Hunger amidst Plenty: Locating Vulnerability in a Resource Rich Region in India. Journal of Asian and African Studies, Vol. 52, No. 5, pp. 670-690 (2015).
14. Tendu Leaves Collection in India: Livelihood, Rights and Challenges for Alternative to Tobacco-Evidences from Five Indian States. Journal of Governance and Public Policy, Vol 6, No. 1, January-June, 2016. pp. 106-123.
15. You are outsiders, you cannot touch our Lalbangla: Kitchen room, Purity-Pollution and Identity Construction among Bhunjia tribe of Odisha. Journal of the Indian Anthropological Society, Vol. 52, No. 2, pp. 170-184, 2017. 
16. [bookmark: _Hlk163856884]Anthropological observation of life cycle rituals among Chuktia Bhunjia tribe of Nuapada District, Odisha. South Asian Anthropologist, Vol. 17, No. 2, pp. 145-155, 2017. 
17. Religious beliefs and practices among Chuktia Bhunjia tribe of Odisha: looking through anthropological lens. The Oriental Anthropologist, Vol.17, No .2, pp. 303-327, 2017. 
18. Economic Life of a Vulnerable Group: Livelihood, Institutions and Change among Chuktia Bhunjia Tribe of Odisha, Journal of the Indian Anthropological Society, Vol. 54, No. 2, pp. 217-236, 2019.
19. Culture, Gender and Inequality: Narratives from a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group in Odisha, India. Journal of Asian and African Studies, 57 (8): 1626-1649. http://doi.org/10.1177/00219096211059818   
20. [bookmark: _Hlk163855612]Encountering Illness: Local Knowledge, Institutions and the Science of Healthcare Practices among the Chuktia Bhunjia Tribe of Odisha, India (with Dipak K. Midya), Journal of Asian and African Studies, 58(7) 1349–1372, 2023
21. [bookmark: _Hlk163859824]Intersecting Knowledge with Landscape: Indigenous Agriculture, Sustainable Food Production and Response to Climate Change- Case Study of Chuktia Bhunjia Tribe of Odisha, India. Journal of Asian and African Studies. 59(1) 123–141. 2024
22. Traditional Political System: Customary Laws and Social Control in A Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group of Odisha, India. Man in India, 102 (1-2): 97-127. 2022.
23. [bookmark: _Hlk163856093]Social Structure among the Chuktia Bhunjia Tribe of Odisha: Continuity and Change. The Eastern Anthropologist, 76 (3-4): 219-245. 2023.
24. Settlement pattern of the Kharia tribe of Badampahar region, Mayurbhanj district, Odisha (Coauthor). Asian Mirror, 11 (2): 59-70. https://doi.org/10.21276/AM.2024.11.2.AN5  
25. A Tribe in Transition: Understanding Socio-cultural Change among the Chuktia Bhunjia of Odisha, India. Contemporary Voice of Dalits, 2025. https://doi.org/10.1177/2455328X251394143 
26. Clans, Moieties and Social Relationships among the Chuktia Bhunjia Tribe of Odisha, India. South Asian Anthropologist, (Forthcoming)
27. Learning with Imagination: Riddle Games and Reproduction of Cultural Knowledge among the Chuktia Bhunjia Tribe of Odisha. Anthropos (Forthcoming).
Chapters in Edited Books
1. Traditional Knowledge and Healthcare Practices among the Chuktia Bhunjia tribe of Orissa, in R. M. Sarkar (ed.) Indigenous Knowledge in traditional folk panorama: genesis, development and application. Delhi: Serial Publications, 2011, pp. 357-375 [ISBN-9788 1830 74700]
2. Untouched Culture: Myth of Mainstreaming Chuktia Bhunjia Tribe of Odisha, in YS Sisodia and TK Dalapati (eds) Development and Discontent in Tribal India. Jaipur: Rawat Publication, 2015, pp. 194-218 [9788131607312]
3. Traditional Ecological Knowledge and Livelihood among the Chuktia Bhunjia tribe of Odisha, India. In Niti Jain (ed) Tribal: Their Problems and Prospects (86-118). Delhi: Sunrise Publisher.
4. Chuktia Bhunjia women: Locating Gender and Construction of Patriarchy. In Niti Jain, Devika Modi and Harishwar Dayal (ed) Tribal Development and its untapped potentials. Sunrise Publishers, 2016. [ISBN-13-9789380966663]
5.   	Making of food insecurity: a tale of two primitive tribal groups in Karnataka. In Y.S. Sisodia and T.K. Dalapati (eds.) Strategies for Human Development and People’s Participation in Rural India (pp. 145-164). Delhi: Primus book.
6. Conservation as Eco-Cultural Praxis: Ethnoecological Knowledge, Institutions and Preservation of Biodiversity among the Chuktia Bhunjia Tribe of Odisha, India. In A.B. Ota and Sunita Reddy (eds.) Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Practices among PVTGs in India (pp. 129-146). Bhubaneswar: Mayur Publications, 2023.
7. Traditional knowledge and livestock healthcare practices among the Chuktia Bhunjia tribe of Odisha, India. In Paramatap Pradhan and S. K. Barik (eds) Tribal communities of India: cultural practices and current interventions. Dublin: Black Eagles Book, 2025.
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Sacred Groves and Biodiversity Conservation: A Study in Mayurbhanj district of Odisha, India. In B. K. Mohanta, M. Goswami, LK Sahoo, P.Das and B. Sabar (eds) Tribal transformation and development in Eastern India (pp. 1-13). Aayu Publication, Delhi, 2025.
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